
 

 

Former church warden Stan Ridgway –  

reflection by daughter Dr Roslyn Ridgway 
 
[Numbers refer to the images in the associated visual presentation] 
 
(1) My father, Sergeant Stanley Latham Ridgway 1913-1985 served in WWII, A Field 
Battery, 2nd AIF. He was youngest of 12 children, born at midnight 7/8 August 1913 
at North Sydney. 
 
(2) In late 1915,his father and second oldest brother went to WW1, enlisting on the 
same day. The second image shows a 3 year old Stan standing next to the photo of 
his father away at War. 
 
(3) His father, my grandfather, John Moss Ridgway put his age down at least 5 years 
from 46 to 41. His brother, my Uncle Claude was 20. They both served in France in 
1916 but were sent home unwell 1917. 
 
The family home was built at Northbridge in 1920 and called FLEURBAIX, after a 
town in the French battlefields. 
 
(4) Stan went to school at Northbridge [barefoot] and Mosman High; and played 
football for the North Sydney Club (5). 
 
He joined the permanent Army in late 1930s before the outbreak of War and rose to 
the rank of Sergeant. Two of his older brothers, Albert James and Hubert George 
also enlisted and served in 2nd AIF overseas (6). 
 
i] Albert in the Middle East and Europe – becoming a Prisoner of War near Tobruk, 
caught, interrogated by General Rommell, sent to Italy, worked on a farm, escaped, 
recaptured reinterrogated by Rommell and sent to Germany until liberated by the 
Americans and returned home. 
 
ii] Hubert served in New Guinea and like so many soldiers contracted malaria. He 
returned home safely. 
 
Stan did not serve overseas. 
 
(7/8) He was a 1st grade Rugby League footballer and an elite athlete. He served as 
a Physical Training Instructor preparing soldiers at Canungra in the hinterland of the 
Gold Coast, for jungle warfare.  
 
(9) He was not sent overseas mainly due to his prowess at football. The Army 
wanted him at home to play games for Army, The AIF, boosting morale, against 
other teams like Navy. He was often ordered by the Brigadier to play and win. 
 
(10) He was stationed at various camps: Victoria Barracks (home base), Cessnock, 
Singleton, Canungra.  
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(11) He married in 1944 to my mother Elva; a dainty Australian girl of Chinese 
background (12a). This marriage caused much interest (12b) and was the subject of 
a PIX centrefold (12c). 
 
(13) He continued to play football at weekends, coming to Sydney from Army camp 
Friday night playing Saturday afternoon and returning to camp Saturday night. He 
played for North Sydney Bears for greater than 100 First Grade matches. In one 
match in1944, he scored 9 goals. Stan played in the last grand final that Norths ever 
reached, 1943 with Frank Hyde as captain – they lost to Newtown.  
 
He left the Army at the end of the war and joined Army Disposals getting rid of 
Excess War supplies (such as blankets, parachutes), and then joined the 
Commonwealth Employment Service about 1950. That Department was part of 
Employment and National Service and he often did overtime as a clerk for the boys 
being called up for 'Nasho'. He enjoyed being an Employment officer finding jobs for 
people: youth, disabled, ex prisoners, migrants. He retired in 1978 after being in 
charge of Villawood Office which served the migrants and refugees of Villawood 
Hostel [now Detention Centre].  
 
(14) He worshipped here at St Mark’s with his family – wife Elva, daughters Roslyn, 
Denise and Bronwyn and son Christopher from 1952 to the day of his death in 1985. 
He was Church Warden for 25 years – the table in the foyer (or what he would have 
called the Narthex), is in his memory.  He organised fetes, working bees, acted as 
'clerk of works' for these buildings, the Church and the Christian Education centre 
next door, and forged the strong links between the South Hurstville RSL and St 
Mark’s. He was an active, practical Christian – friend to all.  
 
(15) His emphasis on physical health and training has been reflected in the careers 
in Health  of his children and grandchildren [in nursing, midwifery, medicine, 
teaching, P E training, exercise physiology, physiotherapy and medical records]. 
 
(16) We are all very proud of the part he played to serve his God, King and country. 

 

Dr Roslyn Ridgway 
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